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HISTORY, ENVIRONMENT AND PRESENT
MODE OF LI IE
History
T^HE Nomad Arab camel breeders in the Sudan take
JL a vast pride in their direct descent from the great
tribes of the Arabian peninsula such as the Guhayna,
Fezara, and especially the Kuraysh, the Prophet's own
people. The very term " Arab " conveys an implication
of superiority to the other less fortunate races. But the
claim to pure Arab lineage must be qualified by the fact
that the Arabs since their arrival in the Sudan in the
seventh century A.D. have been marrying girls from the
local non-Arab tribes so that the best that can be said
for the blood of the nomad camel owners is that they are
purer Arabs than others who boast a similar origin.
The coming of the Arabs to the Sudan has already
been described and it is unnecessary here to enter into
greater historical detail. Nomad Arabs are still illiterate
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